ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (served by the Missionary Society of St Paul)
PARISH NEWSLETTER FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING 28th DECEMBER 2024

Presbytery: 192 Parrock Street, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1EN. Tel: 01474-352415.
E-mail: gravesend@rcaos.org.uk Website: www.stjohnsgravesend.co.uk Facebook: Saint Johns Church

CHURCHES: St John’s, St Mary’s Rochester Road Denton DA12 2JN, St Katherine’s Malthouse Lane Shorne DA12 3DP

Parish Priest: Fr Moses Amune, msp Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Stephen Ojapah msp
Parish Sister: Sister Elizabeth O'Hara Parish Secretary: Teresa Potter
Safeguarding Team: Catherine Gurney, Henry Bodunrin

Presbytery/ Parish office open 10am-3pm Mon: Sr Elizabeth Tues, Wed & Thurs: Teresa Potter ~ Fri: Jacky Hardy

Schools: St John’s Catholic Primary 01474 534546 St John’s Catholic Comprehensive 01474 534718
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%@&“’“’/ Intentions L8 f‘l/l/eek
First Mass of Sunday, (Safurday) 6.00pm Anna’s Birthday e steamea)
Sun 29 Dec HOLY FAMILY 8.30am  Nancy Brown, Bridget Delaney RIP, Allen & Susan Basco 38th Wedding Anniv
(St Mary’s, Denton) 9.30am Sisters of Mercy (livestreamed)
(livestreamed) 10.30am Deceased family & friends of Agnieszka, Afeeva’s Mother (Thanksgiving)
6.00pm Birthdays & Anniversaries celebrated in December
Mon 30 Dec 9.15am Sisters of Mercy (Gravesend)
Tues 31 Dec 9.15am Haysted family (ive streamed)

10.30pm Crossover Mass

Wed 1 Jan Mary, Holy Mother of God Adoration 10.00am-12noon
12 noon  Fr Stephen (Birthday), Eleanor Dight, John Lacken RIP

Thurs 2 Jan St Basil 9.15am  (stJohn’s church) Ahracta Farraghez, Nicolette Freeman
Fri 3 Jan 9.15am Catherine & Stephen Wenham, Kathleen & Graham Macdonald & family
Sat 4 Jan Beatified Martyrs Adoration after 10am Mass until 12.30pm (Reconciliation 11.30-12.30pm)

10.00am Mary, Edward Gallagher
11.00am (st Katherine’s, Shorne)
First Mass of Sunday, (Saturday) 6.00pm  Mr & Mrs Henry & Mollie Walsh RIP e streamea)

Sun 5 Jan EPIPHANY 8.30am  Nuala Doherty RIP (7th Anniv), Lisa Farrelly
(St Mary’s, Denton) ~ 9.30am  Jason Chapman RIP, Iris Elliott (ivestreamed)
(livestreamed) 10.30am  Sr Helen, Tony Larkin RIP (7th Anniv)

6.00pm Sisters of Mercy
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5k Please pray for the souls of all deceased parishioners, family and friends

- Elivera Haigh - Requiem Tuesday 14th January @ 11am
May God console their families. May the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace;

Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur at this time including....

29: Irene Grant, Patrick Curran, Rev. Fr. Edward O’'Byrne, Francis Joseph Traynor, Marie Therese Salter, Henry James Silwood,
Angiolina Maria Morrant, Liam Joseph Dolan,

30: Nancy Kerry, Lizzy O'Neill, Elizabeth Alfreda McNamara, Arthur James Strong, Daniel Gerard Kavanagh, Lesley James Jackson,
Natalie Dawn O’Shea, Annie May McClure (Maureen)

31: Edith Davies, Patrick O’'Haire, Catherine O'Toole, Denis Coomber, Edith Rose Evans, Gina Antoncini, Leonard Hunt,

George Wier, Ann Frances Atkinson, Pearl Sophia Davies

:John Sibbons, Mary McNulty, Winifred McAllister, Mary Ellen Robinson, Rosa Sorenti

2. Olive Martin, Margaret Meaney, Terence Patrick Milne, Vera Stuart, Magdaline Green, Mary Costen, George Chyba,

Michael Kennedy, Rodolfo Dinicola

Elizabeth Sheridan, Thomas Fitzmaurice, Julie Ann Richardson, Colin Brooker, John Gerard Lappin

4: Annie Beatrice Taylor, Wilfred Dalton, Chloe Kenine Kingsnorth, Richard Kavanagh, Agnes Cecilia Lee, Julia Brenda Smith,
Jennifer Dawne Barron, Lilian Mary Wright, Michael Anthony George Larkin

5: Michael Anthony Traversani, Angus McCay, Noreen Perry, Sr. M. Agnes Kershaw, Marie Jones
May they rest in peace
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Our wonderful celebrations this Christmas could never have gone ahead without so many people giving their time
and skill to the Parish, and all those people who work so tirelessly throughout the year behind the scenes. Those
who look after St Mary’s and St Katherine’s & the Parish committees. To those who take communion and visit the
sick and housebound. The Sisters of Mercy and Schools including Headteachers/Teachers. We are blessed to

have so many dedicated parishioners. The Church was sparkling clean; special thanks to the cleaners.
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May our Mother Mary, and our patron Saint John the Evangelist, pray for us. Wishing you and your fami- | ' m
lies a very happy, peaceful and blessed New Year. Finally, thank you for your generous Christmas cards | fz."\Zagt

and gifts.

This weekend there is a Pastoral Letter from Archbishop John Wilson to be read at all Masses. Copies are available at the
back of the Church.

New Year’s Eve Mass will be celebrated at 10.30pm. Everyone is invited. We encourage bring and share.

New Year’s Day This Wednesday 1st January we will celebrate Fr Stephen’s 40th birthday. We have Adoration at 10am
and Mass at 12 noon. After Mass please join us for a celebration in the coffee bar. If you are able please bring a plate of
food to share.

First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be held in the Church this Friday 3rd Jan. It will start at 2.30pm
with Rosary, 3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet and Exposition. All are welcome to join us.

There will be 24hours continuous Adoration on Friday 3rd Jan after 9.15am Mass until 10.00am Sat 4th Jan. If you
are able, please sign the clipboard at the back of the Church so that we can be sure that there will always be
someone with Our Lord. Adoration also held on Wednesday 10-12 and Saturday 10.30-12.30pm

First Saturday Devotions to the Immaculate Heart of Mary On the first Saturday of each month a service will be held
11.30-12.30pm in the Church. Everyone is welcome to join us in prayer next Saturday 4th January.

School Forms We will be available to sign school forms on Friday 3rd Jan between 12-2pm in the Presbytery. Please note
that the day and times may change each week.

Missionary Society of St Paul will be celebrating their Silver Jubilee of serving in the UK. A special Mass will be held at
St George’s Cathedral on Friday 14th February at 6.30pm. All are invited to this special occasion.

Last weeks collections £1,329.93. Thank you for your continued generosity and to those people who pay by standing
order and contactless. Fr Moses and Fr Stephen are most grateful for your donations this Christmas season.

Gift Aid Thanks to everyone who signed up to Gift Aid recently. Our Gift Aid Coordinator can answer any queries by
calling the office or email gravesendgac@rcaos.org.uk

Confirmation The preparation programme for young people in Years 8-13 at school or 13 years of age by 1 September
2025, who are interested in being confirmed in 2025 begins in January 2025. To register for the programme please
complete the Google Form: https://forms.gle/Getb9fGoGsNY1JTX9

A Confirmation Preparation Assistant is required (Classes start in January 2025). Please see Fr Moses

Booking Mass Intentions: Envelopes for Masses are available at the back of the Church, write the intention and put the
stipend (Diocesan recommendation is £10) in the envelope. Please do not use the Dona Machine for Mass stipends.

Baptism Application forms for Baptism are available from the back of the Church or the parish office. Families need to
attend a preparation session before the baptism (the next session is Monday 13th Jan @7pm). Please email the office.

Mother's prayer group takes place straight after the 9.15 mass every Friday. You are invited to join us and pray for our
children especially.

Padre Pio Prayer Group each Tuesday straight after 9.15am Mass in the Cry Chapel. All welcome to join us in prayer.
We especially remember our sick friends and family.

Come and Rest in Me Meets on online Wednesdays @8pm. Go to the parish website. There is no meeting on 1st Jan.
Mustard Seed Bible study every day @ 8.30pm; Lectio Divina on Fridays @ 7.30pm. Please go to the parish website.

Jubilee Year 2025 Pope Francis has announced that 2025 will be a year of Jubilee “Pilgrims of Hope”. — an event that
happens every 25 years. The Jubilee Year will begin with the opening of the Holy Door of St Peter's Basilica on Christmas
Eve 2024 and ends on January 6, 2026, with the closing of the Holy Door. We have some booklets explaining the year
ahead at the back of the Church (£1.50). We will be speaking about our parish plans soon.

Crib Thank you to the team of crib builders and maintaining the beautiful crib figures.

Sick/housebound Please contact the parish office and let us know of neighbours/family members who are unable to come to
Church and would like to receive Communion or call 07405803862. We remember in our prayers those who are sick, housebound or
in hospital & those who care for them and their families. Please, when on admission in the hospital or care home, volunteer the
information of your faith as you won’t be asked ordinarily.




