ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (served by the Missionary Society of St Paul)
PARISH NEWSLETTER FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING 29th AUGUST 2026

Presbytery: 192 Parrock Street, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1EN. Tel: 01474-352415.

E-mail: gravesend@rcaos.org.uk Website: www.stjohnsgravesend.co.uk Facebook: Saint Johns Church

CHURCHES: St John’s, St Mary’s Rochester Road Denton DA12 2JN, St Katherine’s Malthouse Lane Shorne DA12 3DP

Parish Priest: Fr Emmanuel Ogunnaike MSP Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Lawrence Danladi MSP

Parish Sister: Sister Elizabeth O'Hara Parish Secretary: Teresa Potter

Safeguarding Team: Catherine Gurney Gift Aid: Jacky Hardy

Presbytery/ Parish office open 10am-3pm Mon: Sr Elizabeth Tues, Wed & Thurs: Teresa Potter ~ Fri: Jacky Hardy

Schools: St John’s Catholic Primary 01474 534546 St John’s Catholic Comprehensive 01474 534718
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First Mass of Sunday (Saturday) 6.00pm People of the Parish
Sun 30 Aug Twenty-Second Sunday (A) 8.15am Rev Patrick Brizzell RIP, John Perrin (wellbeing)
(St Mary’s, Denton) 9.30am John, Linda & Jim Grogan RIP (Anniv)
11.00am Mr & Mrs E J Lawrence RIP
6.00pm  Birthdays and Anniversaries celebrated in August.

Mon 31 Aug Feria 10.00am Margaret Jablonska RIP, Ryan Bhandal (11th Birthday t/g)
Tues 1 Sept Feria 9.15am Gilbert Ayodeji Osewa RIP (9th Anniv)
Wed 2 Sept Feria Adoration until 10am-12noon

12 noon  Aleksandra Hermanska RIP (4th Anniv), Robert Penforld RIP,
Ann Philomena Brennan

Thurs 3 Sept St Gregory 9.15am (church) Charlie Smith RIP, Bernadette McGuinness RIP
Fri 4 Sept Feria 9.15am  Donald Bardoe RIP (Anniv)
Sat 5 Sept BVM Adoration After 10am Mass , Reconciliation until 12.00pm

10.00am Min (Intention)
11.00am (st Katherine’s, Shorne) People of the Parish

First Mass of Sunday (Saturday) 6.00pm  Tony Di Nonno (wellbeing)
Sun 6 Sept Twenty-Third Sunday (A) 8.15am Patrick Abor (Birthday), Mgsr Adibe RIP, Maria DoRosario Vasconcellos RIP
(St Mary’s, Denton) 9.30am Dolon, Barrett & Gallagher families
11.00am Selinam Afeeva 16th Birthday t/g
6.00pm

The Church will be open for private prayer Mon- Friday until 3pm

f“*’%}i Please pray for the souls of all deceased parishioners, family and friends
A@% Margaret Jablonska - Requiem Mass at English Martyrs, Strood 2nd Sept at 1.30pm

May God console their families. May the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace

Please pray for those whose Anniversaries occur at this time including.... May they rest in peace
30: James Wells, Maria Antonietta Garofalo, Annie McMenemy, Neil Butler, Alfred Akinola

31: Rodger Ryan, Anne Elizabeth Sharp, K. Bradley, Fr. John Daly, Patricia McGinlay, Margaret Helen Brennan

1. Catherine Bradley, Margaret Edwards, Nancy Wells, Kathleen Kelly, Marilyn Mary Lloyd, Florence Laplanche, Alexander Frater
2. Kevin Griffin, Seamus Keily, Rosemarie Sorenti, Maruis Bliumas

3: John O'Gorman, Henry Charles Varini, Bridget Ann Worsford, Reginald David Turnbull, Norman William John Stapley

4. Ronald George Hazell, Norman Talbot, Basil Michael Pollard, Queenie Winifred Scott, Edward Murray, Pauline Ann Fissenden,
Anna Marie Mullan,

Gertrude Josephine O'Rouke

6: Rose Ann Farry, John Brown, Patrick Finbar Ford, Maureen Read, Stanley John Lawrence, Ruthline Piper, Josephine Reason

A

Sick/housebound Please contact the parish office (01474 352415) and let us know of neighbours/family members who are
unable to come to Church and would like to receive Communion. We remember in our prayers those who are sick, housebound or
in hospital & those who care for them and their families. When on admission in the hospital or care home, volunteer the information of
your faith as you won't be asked ordinarily.




International Mass Sunday 27t September 11.00am at St John’s Comprehensive. There will be a short meeting after the
11am Mass this Sunday in the coffee bar for all those who are able to help and prepare for the day.

First Holy Communion Preparation Programme 26/27 including St John's Primary School. Fr Emmanuel would like
to hold a meeting for all parents of children making their First Holy Communion next spring 2027. The meeting will take
place next Sunday 6% September straight after the 11am Mass for a short talk. Your individual child's Mass Attendance
card will be handed out.

First Holy Communion Preparation for Children at Non Catholic Schools Application forms and explanation letters
are now available at the back of the Church.

Urgent: Stop assisted suicide - postcards available. The vote on assisted suicide is on 11 September. Not Dead Yet
UK have provided postcards you can send to your MP to ask them to vote NO to assisted suicide in the vote in the House
of Commons on 11 September. Please take action now - collect a red and white postcard, fill out your details, add a
stamp and post it to your MP today (Dr Lauren Sullivan MP)!

Ministers of Communion There will be a training/refresher session on Wed 16th & 17th September at 7pm for all Minis-
ters of Communion in the Church. New Ministers will be going to St George’s Cathedral for commissioning on Saturday
24th October from 10am concluding with Mass at 2.30pm.

Parish Pastoral Council There will be a meeting on Tues 6th October at 7pm in the coffee bar.

RCIA You are welcome to the Catholic Church Are you searching or want to review your faith or may be interested in
joining the Catholic community, or wish to be Confirmed. Contact the office or speak to one of the priests. Forms and letter
are available at the back of the Church.

Dona Machine Our Dona machine has been upgraded so when using the machine you will have to enter
your details again. Thank you for all your support. You may also use this QR code.

Last weeks collections St John’s: £886.79, St Mary’s: £245.29, Thank you for your continued support and =
generosity.

Adoration There will be 24hours continuous Adoration on Friday 7th August from 10am until 10.00am Sat 8th. If
you are able, please sign the clipboard at the back of the Church so that we can be sure that there will always be
someone with Our Lord.

First Friday Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be held in the Church this Friday 5th Sept. It will start at 2.30pm
with Rosary, 3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet and Exposition. Mass will be 3.30pm. All are welcome to join us.

Baptisms We welcome into our parish family Isabella Hodges who was baptised this weekend. Application forms for
Baptism are available from the Sacristy. Please see the Priest after Mass to ask for a form. Families need to attend a prep-
aration session before the baptism. The next date is Monday 14th September at 7pm in the Church.

James Gurney. James will be ordained a Deacon at St George’s Cathedral on Saturday 31st October at 12.30pm by Arch-
bishop John Wilson. A coach has been booked for this special occasion at the cost of £15 per person. We will leave the
Church at 10am and leave the Cathedral at 4pm for the return journey. Please let James or the Parish office know if you
are able to join us with a deposit of £10.

Foodbank Thank you again for your generous donations to the foodbank - 141kg delivered.

Altar Servers Practice next practice will be Sat 12th Sept at 1pm in the Church.

Mass Intentions If you require a particular date or time for a Mass Intention, please request at least 3 weeks beforehand.
Late request may not be available. We do not want to take more than two intentions for a Mass.

The Book Club next meets Wednesday 9th Sept at 7pm for an hour in the church coffee bar. Everyone welcome. Free
entry & refreshments. Come and talk about your own choice of book. Organised by Gravesham with Ebbsfleet Rotary.

Diocesan Day for Catechists On behalf of the Archbishop, you are invited to attend our twelfth annual Diocesan Day for
Catechists on Saturday 3 October 2026 at the Amigo Hall and St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, SE1 6HU. This Day is
for all the catechists of the diocese, including those involved in Liturgy of the Word for Children and the RCIA process.
Booking and further details here - https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2026. The theme is year is: Truth and Beauty
in Catechesis in the Age of Al. We expect this event to be fully booked once again so please book early to avoid disap-
pointment.

Please remember in your prayers our teachers, children and parents as the new school term begins
Please see the parish website for all our prayer groups



